
Current Overseas Deployment Mailing Instructions/Restrictions

Deployment Address:


Your Soldier’s Name

















Unit

















APO
Updates to current limitations on mail to Iraq, and current instructions can be found at http://www.usps.com/global/serviceupdates.htm
1.  Forwarding of Mail To Soldiers.

a.  Parcels cannot be forwarded.  (Must have a customs declaration).

b.  Standard mail cannot be forwarded, unless endorsed “Forwarding Service 

Requested,” and or “Address Service Requested.” Recommend you have your bank send your checks as First Class Mail to you at your overseas location.

c.  Inform your publisher of your newspaper or magazine of your overseas APO address. 

2. Sending Mail to the Soldier.  

    a.  You must personally pay postage.  The Army is restricted and cannot pay to send the mail.

    b.  Here are the current restrictions.

       (1) Securities, currency, or precious metals in their raw, unmanufactured state are prohibited. Official shipments are exempt from this restriction. 
        (2).   Mail addressed to "Any Servicemember," or similar wording such as "Any Soldier," "Sailor," "Airman," or "Marine"; "Military Mail"; etc., is prohibited. Mail must be addressed to an individual or job title such as "Commander," "Commanding Officer," etc. 

       (3) PS Form 2976-A is required for all mail weighing 16 ounces or more, with exceptions noted below. In addition, mailers must properly complete required customs documentation when mailing any potentially dutiable mail addressed to an APO or FPO regardless of weight. 
       (4) PS Form 2976 or 2976-A is required. Articles are liable for customs duty and/or purchase tax unless they are bona fide gifts intended for use by military personnel or their dependents. When the contents of a parcel meet these requirements, the mailer must endorse the customs form, "Certified to be a bona fide gift, personal effects, or items for personal use of military personnel and dependents," under the heading, Description of Contents. Exceptions: All other exceptions listed in restriction 3 above are applicable to this restriction. 

· PS Form 2976 (Customs –CN 22).  The green PS Form 2976 must be completed and placed by the sender to the lower left side of the address on each letter or letter package containing dutiable merchandise; on each package of dutiable printed matter (i.e., cassette tapes), on each small package, and on MPS mail.

· PS Form 2976-A (Customs Declaration and Dispatch Note).  If the sender does not wish to describe the contents of a letter or parcel on the wrapper, the sender may place the upper part of the green PS Form 2976 to the lower left side of the address on the article, then complete PS Form 2976-A and place it inside the parcel.
       (5) Obscene articles, prints, paintings, cards, films, videotapes, etc., and horror comics and matrices are prohibited.  Any matter depicting nude or seminude persons, pornographic or sexual items, or unauthorized political materials is prohibited.

       (6) Although religious materials contrary to the Islamic faith are prohibited in bulk quantities, items for the personal use of the addressee are permissible. 

       (7) Firearms of any type are prohibited in all classes of mail. See definitions of firearms in DMM C024.1.1C. This restriction does not apply to firearms mailed to or by official U.S. government agencies. The restriction for mail to this APO/FPO ZIP Code does not apply to firearms mailed from this APO/FPO ZIP Code, provided ATF and USPS regulations are met. Antique firearms are a separate category defined in DMM C024.2.0 and ATF regulations; they do not require an ATF form. 

       (8) Pork or pork by-products are prohibited. 

       (9) Mail of all classes must fit in a mail sack. Mail may not exceed the following dimensions: 

Length-42" 72" length and girth combined, over 42" to 44" 24" girth, over 44" to 46" 20" girth, over 46" to 48" 16" girth, Maximum length 48" 

       (10) Fruits, animals, and living plants are prohibited. 

       (11) All alcoholic beverages, including those mailable under DMM C021, are prohibited. 
       (13).  Materials used in the production of alcoholic beverages (i.e., distilling material, hops, malts, yeast, etc.) are prohibited. 
       (14) Express Mail Military Service (EMMS) not available from any origin. 

       (15) The following restriction is applicable only to International Service Centers (ISC)/Exchange Offices. An Anti-Pilferage Seal (Item No O817E or O818A) is required on all pouches and sacks. The parcel must be able to fit into a mail sack.

3. The Soldier Sending Mail to You. (FREE MAILING PRIVILIGES) 


a. Free mail is limited to letter mail or sound - recorded (to include video tapes) personal correspondence sent to any place within the United States, any possession of the United States, or any military post office (APO/FPO). 
b.  The word  "FREE" must be hand written by the mailer in the upper right corner and the name of the sender, grade, and complete military address placed in the upper left corner.

c. Free mail may not be registered, insured or certified.

d. This mailing privilege extends to individuals hospitalized for disease or injury in a facility under the jurisdiction of the armed forces as a result of service in areas designated as combat areas. 
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